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Editorial 

 

Subashish Bhattacharjee & Saikat Guha 

University of North Bengal, India 

 

 

The Focus for the present issue is Crime/Criminal/Criminality. We deliberately 

avoided the forced cross-linkages that a different punctuation might produce. 

‘Crime’, ‘criminal’ and ‘criminality’ are not identical, nor are they antithetical. The 

relationships between the networks of what is construed as crime are, to borrow 

from our preferred philosophical spaces, ‘rhizomatic.’ On the level of a purely 

ontological enquiry, the criminal, the crime and the criminality of the act (or non-act) 

are rendered on the planes of the social, the cultural, the historical, the political and 

the pathological among others.  

The notion of who a criminal is, according to Foucault, changes with time and 

space. It is perhaps a subterfuge of discourse which problematizes the idea of a fixed 

concept of criminality. Psychoanalysis studies criminality in a different light which 

focuses on the complexities of the functioning/hiding mind. Film represents crime in 

another way—interscoping the images to produce fluid identities of what or who is 

criminal. We here resist the temptation to theorize the thematic concepts so that the 

ten papers—different from each other—which have considerable take on such 

concepts, can interrogate and explore the dynamic nature of crime and criminality 

themselves. The growing sense of what is manifested as criminal in and around us is 

perhaps the ‚negative‛ urging behind the present issue. That art, literature and 

culture can not maintain distance from the life-world is what the issue ensnares.  

The three papers in the Feature section which was open to a handful of good 

submissions explore such areas as ecocritical reading of Ruskin Bond’s selected 

stories, a postcolonial reading of Mahasweta Devi’s Douloti, and Fight Club in the 

light of the ‚end of history‛ controversy.  
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We thank our referees and well-wishers for their help and cooperation. We 

congratulate the authors for their valuable contribution and patience during the 

entire process.  

Last but not least: our sincerest sympathies to the earthquake-affected country 

Nepal. The terrifying frequent tremors also affected life in North Bengal from where 

the journal is published. We stand in solidarity with all affected.  


