
The Apollonian 

A Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies  
 

http://theapollonian.in 

 

 

Documentation: A Short Illustrative Guide 

 

Proper documentation is the mark of a good research article. MLA Handbook cites in 

this regard: ‚Nearly all research builds on previous research. *…+ In presenting their 

work, researchers [should] generously acknowledge their debts to predecessors by 

carefully documenting each source, so that earlier contributors receive appropriate 

credit and readers can evaluate the basis for claims and conclusions‛ (126). 

The following is a short illustrative guide of MLA Style for our aspiring contributors 

which can be helpful in preparing ‚Works Cited‛ list (Bibliography).  

Please consult MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Paper (7th Edition), especially 

Chapter 5, for details.  

A bibliographical entry has usually three main parts:  

<Author’s Name> <Title of Work Cited> <Publication Information> 

‚Publication Information‛ includes the place of publication, the name of the 

publisher, the year of publication and the medium of publication cited.  

However, each item has its distinct qualities which should be minded carefully 

(including punctuation marks and spacing). All the works in the ‚Works Cited‛ list 

should be arranged alphabetically according to the authors’ last names. The 

following are some frequently featured items in a ‚Works Cited‛ list, with 

illustrations: 

 

* BOOK BY ONE AUTHOR 

 

Malpas, Simon. The Postmodern. London: Routledge, 2005. Print. 



Steger, Manfred B. Globalization: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2003. 

Pdf. 

 

[Note: University Press is t be written in short UP] 

 

* BOOK BY MORE THAN ONE AUTHOR 

 

Gallagher, Catherine, and Stephen Greenblatt. Practising New Historicism. Chicago: U 

of Chicago P, 2001. Print. 

 

[Note: Except the first author, other author’s name is to be written normally.] 

 

* AN ANONYMOUS BOOK 

 

Incredible India: A Tourist’s Guide. New Delhi: Horizon Publishers, 2010. Print.  

 

* AN ENTRY IN A REFERENCE BOOK 

 

‚Fiction.‛ Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 11th ed. 2003. Print.  

 

[Note: When citing widely used reference books, it is not necessary to give full 

publication information. If the entry is signed, the author’s name is to be provided at 

the beginning.] 

 

* BOOK REPRINTED LATER 

 

Nabokov, Vladimir. Lolita. 1959. London: Penguin, 2002. Print.  

 

[Note: The year of first publication of the book is 1959, but the 2002 reprint/reissue of 

the book has been cited.] 

 

* LATER EDITION OF A BOOK  

 

Belsey, Catherine. Critical Practice. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 2002. Print. 



* AN EDITED BOOK 

 

Bassnett, Susan, and Harish Trivedi, eds. Post-colonial Translation: Theory and Practice.  

London: Routledge, 1999. Print. 

Guyer, Paul, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Kant. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996. 

Print.  

 

* A TRANSLATED BOOK 

 

Derrida, Jacques. Of Grammatology. Trans. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. London: 

Johns Hopkins UP, 1976. Print. 

 

* ONE VOLUME / ALL VOLUMES OF A MULTIVOLUME WORK 

 

Freud, Sigmund. The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund 

Freud. Vol. 17. Trans. James Strachey. London: Hogarth Press, 1974. Print. 

Wellek, René. A History of Modern Criticism: 1750-1950. 6 vols. New Haven: Yale UP, 

1986. Print. 

 

* A WORK IN AN ANTHOLOGY / EDITED VOLUME 

 

Bond, Ruskin. ‚The Kitemaker.‛ Dust on the Mountain: Collected Stories. New Delhi: 

Penguin, 2009. 209-212. Print.  

Constable, Catherine. ‚Postmodernism and Film.‛ The Cambridge Companion to 

Postmodernism. Ed. Steven Connor. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2004. 43-61. 

Print.  

 

[Note: In the above two entries, 209-212 and 43-61 denote page numbers of the works 

cited.] 

 

* AN ARTICLE IN A SCHOLARLY JOURNAL 

 

Kramer, Prapassaree, and Jeffrey Kramer. ‚Stoppard's Arcadia: Research, Time, 

Loss.‛ Modern Drama 40.1 (1997): 1-10. Print.  



 

[Note: Modern Drama 40.1 (1997) indicates Volume 40, Issue 1 of the journal Modern 

Drama which was published in the year 1997.] 

 

* A WORK CITED ON THE WEB 

 

‚Buddhism.‛ Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d. Web. 15 

May 2014. <www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/83184/Buddhism> 

Butler, Judith. ‚A ‘Bad Writer’ Bites Back.‛ New York Times. New York Times, 20 

March 1999. Web. 5 Dec. 2013.  

 <http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=950CE5D61531F933A15750C

0A96F958260> 

 

[Note: The name of the website is to be followed by the name of the publisher. If the 

publication date is not given, ‚n.d.‛ is to be written after the name of the publisher. 

The date of access is to be provided after the medium, that is, ‚Web.‛ URL is not 

compulsory, though better to be provided.] 

 

* AN ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER  

 

Barbaro, Michael, and Erik Eckholmmarch. ‚Indiana Law Denounced as Invitation 

to Discriminate Against Gays.‛ New York Times 28 Mar. 2015, late ed.: 1+. 

Print.  

‚Gabriel García M{rquez, Nobel laureate writer, dies aged 87.‛ The Guardian. The 

Guardian, 17 April 2014. Web. 2 May 2014.  

<http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/apr/17/gabriel-garcia-marquez-

dies> 

 

[Note: In the first instance above, the late print edition of The New York Times has 

been cited. If there is only one edition of a newspaper, omit this. 1+ denotes that the 

article began in page number 1 and then skipped to another page. If the article 

finishes in one page, put that page number only.]  

 

 



* AN ARTICLE IN A JOURNAL CITED IN AN ONLINE DATABASE 

 

Flax, Jane. ‚Postmodernism and Gender Relations in Feminist Theory.‛ Signs 12.4 

(1987): 621-643. JSTOR. Web. 10 Aug. 2014.  

 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/3174206> 

 

[Note: The date of access is to be provided after the name of the database (JSTOR, in 

this instance).] 

 

* A DISSERTATION / THESIS  

 

Baby, K. T. ‚Violence in the Poetry of Ted Hughes: An Organic Growth.‛ PhD diss. 

Mahatma Gandhi University, 1996. Print.  

Withanage, Ishara Hansani. ‚Waiting for Nothing: An Analysis of ‘Waiting for 

Godot’.‛ MA thesis. University of Iceland, 2011. ProQuest, June 2012. Web. 12 

Feb. 2014.  

 

* A REVIEW OF FILM / BOOK 

 

French, Philip. Rev. of Avatar, dir. James Cameron. The Guardian 20 Dec. 2009. Web. 

23 Apr. 2012. <http://www.theguardian.com/film/2009/dec/20/avatar-review> 

King, Bruce. Rev. of The Moor’s Last Sigh, by Salman Rushdie. World Literature Today 

70.3 (1996): 694-695. Print.  

 

[Note: If the review has a title, it is to be provided within quotations after the name 

of the reviewer.] 

 

* AN INTERVIEW  

 

Golding, William. Interview by James R. Baker. Twentieth Century Literature 28.2 

(1982): 130-170. Print.  

Rushdie, Salman. ‚Life During Fatwa: Hiding in a World Newly Broken.‛ Interview 

by Charles McGrathsept. New York Times 18 Sept. 2012. Web. 12 Feb. 2014. 



<http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/19/books/q-and-a-salman-

rushdie.html?_r=0> 

[Note: If the interview has a title, it is to be provided within quotations after the 

name of the interviewee, as in the second example above. If the interviewer’s name is 

not given, write simply ‚Interview.‛ (without quotation marks) after the name of the 

interviewee/the title.] 

 

* A FILM / VIDEO 

 

Ed Wood. Dir. Tim Burton. Perf. Johnny Depp, Martin Landau, Sarah Jessica Parker, 

and Patricia Arquette. Touchstone, 1994. DVD. 

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. "The Trajectory of the Subaltern in My Work." Online 

Video Clip. YouTube. YouTube, 8 Feb. 2008. Web. 14 June 2014. 

 

[Note: The names of the major actors of the film are to be given after the name of the 

director, as in the first example.  

MLA style has no recommendation of citing YouTube video. The example above has 

been prepared according to a format prepared by the OWL (Online Writing Lesson) 

of Purdue University.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parenthetical Documentation: Basic Rules  

 

While the ‚Works Cited‛ list (Bibliography) acknowledges all the primary and 

secondary sources used in the research paper parenthetical documentation informs 

the readers what is exactly derived from each source. Parenthetical documentation 

within the paper is brief and symbolic which should be provided whenever 

another’s words or ideas are incorporated in the paper. While perusing a paper, the 

inquisitive reader traces each parenthetical reference and searches ‚Works Cited‛ list 

to find out which work has been cited so that s/he can pursue further study and 

evaluate the interpretation/argument.  

 

* Parenthetical reference usually contains the author’s name and page number(s).  

For example,  

Apart from postmodern ‚consumer choice,‛ there is another postmodernism: ‚that 

of deregulation, dispersal and disruption as the securities of tradition and 

community are continually crushed‛ (Malpas 3).  

or,  

As Malpas observes, ‚Together with the postmodernism of lifestyle and consumer 

choice there is, necessarily, another postmodernism: that of deregulation, dispersal 

and disruption as the securities of tradition and community are continually crushed‛ 

(3).  
 

The parenthetical reference ‚Malpas 3‛ indicates that the quotation comes from page 

no. 3 of a work by an author whose last name is Malpas. Given the author’s last 

name the readers can find complete bibliographical information for the source in the 

‚Works Cited‛ list at the end of the paper. In the present instance, the ‚Works Cited‛ 

list must include this: 

Malpas, Simon. The Postmodern. London: Routledge, 2005. Print.  

 

* If you cite a number of works by an author, provide in each parenthetical citation a 

short form of the title you are quoting from.  

For example,  

… are continually crushed‛ (Malpas, Postmodern 3).  



* If you are quoting from a website, you don’t need to put page number in 

parenthetical reference.  

 

* If you cite a work of anonymous authorship or an entry in a reference book, put the 

title and page number(s) in the parenthetical reference. 

For example,  

In Kristava’s terminology, chora refers to ‚the earliest stage in psychosexual 

development in which the child is dominated by the drives and is unable to 

distinguish boundaries between itself and its mother‛ (‚Chora‛ 161).  

In this case, your ‚Works Cited‛ list must include thus: 

‚Chora.‛ The Routledge Companion to Critical Theory. Eds. Simon Malpas and Paul 

Wake. London and New York: Routledge, 2006. 161. Print. 

 

* If you are quoting from a volume of multivolume work, provide the volume 

number after the author’s name. Put the page number(s) after the volume number 

followed by a colon.  

For example, 

… the impact of the Classics on the formation of Miltonic genius (Daiches 2: 84-102). 

In this case, your ‚Works Cited‛ list must include thus: 

Daiches, David. A Critical History of English Literature. 4 vols. New Delhi: Allied 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 2004. Print. 

 

* If you are citing an indirect/second-hand source, that is, a quotation which is 

quoted in a book, write ‚qtd. in‛ followed by the indirect source’s author’s name 

and page number(s).  

For example, 

Baudrillar says,  

It is not the least of America’s charms that even outside the movie theatres the 

whole country is cinematic. The desert you pass through is like the set of a 

Western, the city a screen of signs and formulas. (qtd. in Constable 44)  

In this case, your ‚Works Cited‛ list must include thus: 



Constable, Catherine. ‚Postmodernism and Film.‛ The Cambridge Companion to 

Postmodernism. Ed. Steven Connor. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2004. 43-61. 

Print. 

 

* Remember, if a quotation has less than 35 words it can be inserted in a sentence 

within inverted commas, but if it has 35 or more words a separate paragraph should 

be made with 0.5‛ indention on the left and no inverted commas should be put.  

 

 

The aspiring contributors of The Apollonian are requested to strictly adhere to the 

MLA Style for documenting their articles. Unacknowledged borrowing may lead to 

plagiarism which will be treated seriously. The contributors are also requested to be 

careful in using copyrighted materials.  
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